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P r e s s   R e l e a s e

Reynolds’ Garage & Marine celebrates 150 years
Haddam, CT, February 15, 2010 – It’s hard to imagine that one family owned and operated a business  in the same location for six generations, but they did.  The Reynolds family of Hamburg Cove shared this unique accomplishment on the 150th anniversary in 2009 of the founding of their company.  Throughout the year, the family shared their story, that began in 1859 before the Civil War with the manufacturing of horse-drawn carriages.  
In 2009, the 150th anniversary was filled with unique events and a historical publication to commemorate  life  as they knew it on the Connecticut River   The publication was a 100-page commemorative book entitled Big Enough to Serve You, Small Enough to Know You, copies of which were donated to the Connecticut River Museum and to the Lyme Public Hall for sale to the public.    
In addition to the book, a world-class exhibit was open to the public April through July at the Connecticut River Museum in Essex .  The opening ceremony was highlighted by the governor’s  proclamation of April 17, 2009 as Reynolds’ Garage & Marine Day throughout the state of Connecticut..  After the ceremony, visitors were invited to see the contributions of the first five generations to both the business and community.  The commitment of the sixth generation was highlighted, along with displays of various tools and parts dating back to 1859 that were used to make carriages.  A miniature interactive replica of the Reynolds marina, created by local artist, Steve Cryan, was a particular hit, as was an original horse-drawn carriage that was manufactured by Reynolds in the company’s early days.
Friday evening, July 3, 2009, included a family book-signing at the Lyme Public Hall and a smaller version of the Connecticut River museum exhibit was on display.  Immediately following the annual Lyme fourth of July parade on Saturday, July 4th, the Reynolds family sponsored an old-fashioned family picnic at the Hamburg fairgrounds.  Hundreds of guests enjoyed food and soft drinks; old-fashioned children’s games were played, and the children were awarded with “wooden nickels” which were used to “purchase” prizes.
A children’s art contest was later sponsored by the family in conjunction with the Florence Griswold Museum.  The theme of the contest was “Going places, when getting there is half the fun.”  Winners were chosen from pre-k and kindergarten through grade 12.  Contest artwork was displayed at the museum from Friday, July 24 through Sunday, August 2, 2009.  There were two winners in each category who received $50 in art supplies from the museum gift shop.  In addition, there were two $100 U.S. savings bonds awarded to winners in grades 7-9 and grades 10-12.

The marine division of Reynolds’ Garage & Marine hosted their first annual customer appreciation bass fishing tournament on Saturday, June 20th.   Ninety-two teams entered to fish in the tournament which was held at the beautiful Haddam Meadows State Park.  Cash prizes and a new bass fishing boat were awarded to the lucky winners, and $2,800 was raised for Autism awareness.

The beginning of 2010 was marked with Reynolds’ certification and acknowledgement by Governor Rell as a Connecticut Clean Marina – one of 17 in the state. "The Reynolds family and its employees are proud to be clean marina certified," said Tom Reynolds. "Preservation of water quality and wildlife on the Connecticut River has always been of foremost concern. We will all be proud to fly the flag."  To become certified as a Connecticut Clean Marina, operators must show that their facility is in compliance with all applicable environmental regulatory requirements.
To view a snapshot of the history of this remarkable family, along with comments from current family members, visit their web site at ReynoldsGarageandMarine.com or Reynolds1859.com and click on “video.”
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